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What is Rapid Prototyping? 

•  Quick journey from  
design to physical 
artifact  

•  Used in industry,                            
but also on a much                      
smaller scale , at school or home. 

•  Wellesley College has a laser cutter, 
vinyl cutter, 3D printer. 



Laser cutter 



Vinyl cutter 



¨  Described in his paper 
“Functional 
Geometry” (1982) 

¨  Adapted in Abelson 
and Sussman 
“Structure and 
Interpretation of 
Computer Programs” 

¨  Adapted in MIT 6.001 
course and Wellesley 
College CS111 – 
Introduction to 
programming course 
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Conducted interviews over the summer to gain more 
understanding how such a language can be used on campus 

Phyllis 
McGibbon 
Professor of Studio Art; 
co-director of the 
Architecture program; 
director of Studio Art 

 

Katherine  
McCanless Ruffin 
Book Arts Program Director 



We have had a session in which students enrolled  
in CS111 at the time tested PictureBlocks and  
gave us important feedback.  



•  User studies 

•  Make it more accessible 

•  Explore other ways to make pictures 

•  We are also open to any ideas you might have!!! 


