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Journal	Club	

• Meet	with	Ellen	and	Mike	before	class
• Make	slides	of	figures	to	point	at
• Give	some	background,	setup	the	question	or	
hypothesis

• Step	through	main	results/figures	with	
questions	or	activities	for	the	class

• Finish	with	conclusions	and	discussion	about	
bigger	picture,	limitations,	future	directions
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Conclusions
• Some	medial	temporal	lobe	neurons	exhibit	
responses	to	individuals,	places,	or	objects	that	
are
– Sparse:	few	cells	respond	to	any	given	image
– Selective:	each	cell	seems	to	respond	to	a	specific	
concept	or	category

– Invariant:	these	cells	respond	regardless	of	the	current	
appearance	of	the	individual

• Sparse	conceptual	(abstract)	representations	may	
facilitate	encoding	specific	memories	and	
associations
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Limitations,	doubts,	questions


