Designing User Interfaces Visual Design is about

¢ Information “
— How much you try to tell in a screenshot
— Especially if you convey quantitative information

e User Interface:
People’ s perception of “

e Good Uls have two “ ” between Design Elements
conceptua| parts: — It draws your attention, then what?

- Form / VISl?laI DeSIQn . Issues -- Support or interfere with UI?

— Functionality / Navigation

Issues -- Support or interfere with UI?
¢ Implementing good Uls requires )
between them e Overall Design

The Problem Map page to screen?

Intelligent

¢ Scrolling requires users to
human rely on
/s (a weak skill)
/é:‘ \ ¢ Multiple screens per page make it difficult
) — to make a comparison, a choice
d ‘ - to keep track of context (“Where am 12?”)
I/ 2V o Powerful * Multiple screens management
machine adds lots of administrative debris

(buttons, menus, navigational images, etc.)

One screenshot < 10% of one printed page
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Robin Williams’ cheatsheet: http://www.urlsinternetcafe.com/classroom/features/featuresgood.html
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Negative grid space can be powerful

Diagonals add tension

Alignment is not strictly via squares

Think of usage
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Alignment is not strictly straight lines

Visual weight

e

Color
size
in® shape
photo v. drawing
orientation
font

Where you place graphics or text
creates or upsets

balance

brings out the focal point




~Netscape: Art Technology Group
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Lioyd Wright

% Loostion

> .
ransm ‘WETA, [E)General Motors
“FRANK LOYD WRIGHT :
A FILM BY KEN BURNS & LYNN NOVICK
] ¢ s master builder.e rbel ande ¢ L . .
vorhipper of vatur,Exploretheloseey ;
of Frank Lloyd Wright, divided here into 1 . .

periods spanning his lfe of 91 years.
Leamn about the man and his buildings, map a

trip to see his work, participate in our K-12

contest and classroom activities, and meet the! \

filmmakers who chronicled the story of this

uniquely American spirit. v i il it
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Think small.

empty space can be effective




Don't forget to call
that quy about that
thing

Click your part of the world, then choose a city from the pop-up menu.
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Main Menu

Example of a map used in lieu of menus or buttons

Timeline

The Franch School
S The Itslisn Shool
The Northern School,Flanders
The Northern School.Germany
The Northern School.Holland

The Spanish School
g Tes 1 at the Hunt (1600-1649) King of

B The English School
Antoon Van Dyck 1599-1641, canvas 2.
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< Go back Summary

A good example of increasing information density

Map

physical or mental, is a very familiar metaphor.
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CLICK ON A CITY TO HEAR THE DEBATE

Historylines

very useful but tricky to compress tons of data in a small screen

1860

Gustave
Courbet

Beware!




Form beats function Screen real estate sold cheap
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The Browser B el oee o ees

‘This short visuslization of the lo torus rotating around Jupiter was
done by Mike Backes and Rob Wolff in 1990 as a technalogy demonstration

1 2 3 4 8 9
I Crarssert o the visualization capabiltes of per sonal computers. A simple foroidal
Chapter 1 O - , model of the lo torus was used, with the forus being computed in
£ Mathematioaand mported o Electrio mage software where the
e T T P A B e i
Chapter 2 minutes to render on a Mao llci with 8MB of RAM, and the entire project.
¢ ; B . took an afternoon
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Beginning Tobrowser < | Thoughts < |[ Glossary 4.2 | Return

Reasoning 18.8 MATHEMATICS MADE HARD so®®

definitions will always help children “get things straight.” It can also
make it easier for them to get things scrarbled up. Instead, we ought
to help ther build more robust networks in their heads.
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